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Madame X 1 

 2 

 3 

It was hours in the car, and slow towing the caravan. Poppy and Cookie had been 4 

there before with William, who is eight, my special friend, the one I relate to best. His 5 

Mum, (Karen), and his Dad, (Norrie), look after my needs very well, treating me like a 6 

princess, which is only my due. They had been talking about our holiday for days. I felt 7 

I already knew the place quite well.   8 

 9 

Eventually, we arrived. Karen took Poppy, Cookie and I for a walk while Norrie 10 

set up our awning and William zoomed about on his bike. The caravan park at 11 

Rosemarkie is right beside the sea, with golden sand and white frothy waves - very 12 

picturesque. For me the sea was a disappointment. Normally I like water but not icy 13 

cold, salty water tasting of diluted Dettol - no thanks! 14 

 15 

At home I watch TV during the day. This is a secret. I can use the TV remote 16 

and the Sky dish controller proficiently: my toenails are the right size. I keep the 17 

sound very low, which allows Poppy and Cookie to enjoy their favourite pastime – 18 

sleeping. Mainly I watch documentaries. Nature programmes are my favourites, and I’ve 19 

taught myself several animal languages, by rewinding. It's a Smart TV, which allows me 20 

to roam around the Internet, follow up on new ideas, find out more about things of 21 

interest to me and so I’m up to date with news and current affairs. By the time we set 22 

off from home I was an expert on Rosemarkie. 23 

 24 

It may come as a surprise to learn that I’m a Poodle. My Humans named me 25 

Doodle. Doodle the Poodle. How cute! Actually my real name is Xianne Lianne Chienne or 26 

XL Chienne. Some among you will understand that ‘Chienne’ is French for female dog.  27 

Although I’m only twelve months old, among other dogs I’m commonly known as Madame 28 

X, because of my eXtraordinary powers. I’ve tested myself online. I have an IQ of 314, 29 

higher than any human. I also have acute bat-like hearing and a superb nose, able to 30 

detect and discern odours from miles away. I should clarify, Poppy and Cookie are also 31 

Poodles, but much older; and they are only ‘ordinary’. 32 

 33 

  34 
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At the Lighthouse 1 

 2 

 3 

At Rosemarkie, the Moray Firth Bottlenose Dolphins are the stars, leaping out 4 

of the water off Chanonry Point, near the white Lighthouse, attracting hundreds of 5 

spectators with cameras and long lenses. 6 

 7 

My Humans decided we should go to the Lighthouse at high tide, which is when 8 

my story really begins. Of course I’d done my research. I knew already that Dolphins 9 

are cleverish, that they are mammals like us, that they are normally friendly towards 10 

humans, even allowing humans to swim with them, although they can be aggressive, 11 

especially if they have baby Dolphins to protect.   12 

 13 

From my research I learned that the U.S. Navy have trained dolphins for secret 14 

military purposes. I had listened to hours of underwater recordings of dolphins 15 

chattering to each other. Sadly the sound quality was very poor and hard to ‘read’ 16 

against a confusing background of crashing waves and gurgling noises caused by 17 

underwater currents and the “swishing” from their powerful tails.  18 

 19 

On that first visit Chanonry Point, the dolphins called to each other while leaping 20 

out of the water, in clear air, in clear voice. How different that was! This dolphin 21 

‘speech’ is very high pitched, well outside human hearing range, but of course easy for 22 

me.  23 

 24 

I soon realised they were cavorting for a reason, a very important reason. Two 25 

dolphins jumped and squeaked right in front of us. What they were saying seemed very 26 

clear to me because at last I could understand Dolpho! They were frantic, desperately 27 

trying to tell us something. 28 

  29 
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Danger at Nigg Bay 1 

 2 

 3 

‘Hello, can anyone hear us?’ Splash. 4 

 5 

The Dolphins could only speak in short sentences while they were out of the 6 

water, before the splashed back under. 7 

 8 

‘There is a problem with a Rig moored in Nigg Bay.’ Splash. 9 

‘There is a problem with a Rig moored in Nigg Bay.’ Splash. 10 

‘There is a problem with a Rig moored in Nigg Bay.’ Splash. 11 

‘Can you help please? Splash. 12 

‘If there is a storm Rig 43 will break free.’ Splash. 13 

‘It could hit a cruise ship.’ Splash. 14 

‘Help can you hear me?’ Splash. 15 

‘Can you help please?’ Splash. 16 

 17 

‘Hello, yes, I hear you,’ I yipped back in Dolpho. 18 

 19 

I had to wait until a Dolphin was out of the water to shout my replies. It seemed 20 

that at first my pronunciation was poor, hilarious, making them laugh and giggle. 21 

 22 

‘Hello, yes, I hear you.’ 23 

‘My name is Doodle the Poodle.’ 24 

‘Can you hear me?’ 25 

 26 

‘Can Poodles speak Dolpho?’ Splash. 27 

‘Yes, of course. Can you speak Poodo?’ I said in Poodo. 28 

‘What was that?’ Splash. 29 

 30 

Clearly they did not understand Poodo and so I reverted to Dolpho. 31 

 32 

‘I am Doodle the Poodle.’ 33 

‘I’m the one with the pink collar.’ 34 

‘I'm the blackest and curliest of the three Poodles.’ 35 

 36 

‘Hi, Doodle, I’m Donna.’ Splash. 37 

‘Hi, Doodle, I’m Ronnie.’ Splash. 38 

 39 

‘Nice to meet you, Donna, Ronnie.’ 40 

 41 

‘We need help,’ said Donna. Splash.  42 

‘And there’s another problem too,’ said Ronnie. Splash. 43 

‘Yes,’ said Donna. ‘It’s an unexploded mine.’ Splash. 44 
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‘Yes, it’s about the size of an octopus.’ Splash. 1 

‘It’s got rusty prongs sticking out.’ Splash. 2 

‘It could explode at any minute.’ Splash. 3 

‘If it explodes, we will all be killed.’ Splash. 4 

‘And it could blow up a Cruise Ship.’ Splash. 5 

 6 

‘Where is it?’ I yipped loudly, getting anxious. 7 

 8 

That’s enough, Doodle, behave yourself,’ said Karen in Humo. 9 

 10 

‘Stuck in an old fishing net, near…’ Splash. 11 

 12 

‘Where?’ I yipped, even louder. 13 

‘Doodle! Stop that barking, do you hear me?’ said Karen.  14 

 15 

’The entrance to Nigg Bay,’ said Donna. Splash. 16 

‘In the middle of the channel.’ Splash.  17 

‘It could blow up a cruise ship.’ Splash. 18 

 19 

‘What?’ I shouted at the top of my voice, but this time in Poodo. 20 

 21 

‘It could, it really, really could,’ said Ronnie. Splash. 22 

‘Yes, it could, really it could,’ added Donna. Splash. 23 

‘But Rig 43 is dangerous too,’ said Ronnie. Splash. 24 

‘Not as dangerous as my mine!’ said Donna. Splash. 25 

 26 

‘Where exactly is that mine?’ I yipped, this time in Dolpho. 27 

 28 

‘William, give Doodle her Dummy, right now. It’s the only thing that will stop that 29 

dreadful barking.’ 30 

 31 

William fished my Dummy out of his pocket and stuck it in my mouth. I was 32 

speechless. This had been another secret, but now everyone knows. I love that Dummy. 33 

I really do. And well, I just had to listen from then on, in case I dropped my Dummy and 34 

it fell into the water and got lost.  35 

 36 

‘Oh yes it is, you always have to…’ said Ronnie. Splash. 37 

‘… the boss, the big guy….’ Splash. 38 

‘Don’t be such a baby, Ronnie.’ Splash. 39 

‘They’re both dangerous. But the mine….’ Splash.  40 

‘… my unexploded mine is much more…’ Splash. 41 

‘… dangerous, isn’t it Doodle?’ Splash. 42 

 43 

What I wanted to say was “Yes, probably. But only if it’s still active.”  44 

What I actually said was - nothing. 45 
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 1 

‘See, told you Donna Leapfrog. The…’ said Ronnie. Splash. 2 

‘ … broken anchor point  is much more…’ Splash. 3 

‘No it is not, Ronnie Twistertail.  Tell him Doodle, tell him…’ Splash. 4 

 5 

And then suddenly the Dolphins were gone, diving under the waves, out of sight.  6 

I waited and waited but they did not come back.  7 

Then I saw them, far out, splashing towards Fort George. 8 

It seemed to me that I had been left with the problem. 9 

 10 

Karen said: 11 

’Come on girls, the Dolphins are gone now, time to get back to our Van.’ 12 

 13 

  14 
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The Alignment of Venus and Jupiter 1 

 2 

 3 

Later, just after sunset, while My Humans were standing outside staring 4 

through binoculars at the near alignment of the planets Venus and Jupiter, I sneaked 5 

into the Van, up onto their seating, and fired up Karen’s iPad. What I soon discovered 6 

was: 7 

 8 

 Rig 43 was an exploration platform anchored in Nigg Bay. It was due to be towed 9 

out during the next few days on a new contract.  10 

 During WW2 the approaches to Nigg Bay had been heavily mined to give 11 

protection for the Royal Navy vessels.  12 

 In theory all those long ago mines had been recovered but a quick search of the 13 

news archive showed that local fishermen had been ‘catching’ lost mines on an 14 

infrequent but regular basis. 15 

 16 

My head was spinning with the huge weight of responsibility.  17 

 18 

I had no idea who to turn to. It was then that I saw the contact card for John 19 

Bee at www.thebuzzinbee.co.uk . 20 

 21 

My Humans were still talking to the other Campers about the wonders of planetary 22 

alignment. I took my chance and went into John Bee’s website.  23 

 24 

There were several stories about dogs. I liked the one about “Bertram de Verve”. 25 

He’s a dog I’d like to meet some day! I was in danger of digressing myself, as happens. 26 

Then I saw I could contact John Bee using Disqus, a clever method of sending and 27 

receiving messages without revealing my identity. 28 

 29 

Ten minutes later I did a careful edit, and sent it off, signed:  “Madame X” 30 

  31 

As I pressed “SEND”, My Humans said “Good Night” to the others. I shut down the 32 

iPad and slipped down onto the floor and pretended to be asleep. 33 

 34 

‘Wakey, Wakey, Doodle the Poodle, last chance widdle walkies before beddy-baws. 35 

Come on, girls, and no barking, everyone is trying to get to sleep,’ said Norrie. 36 

 37 

  38 

http://www.thebuzzinbee.co.uk/
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Coordinated Response 1 

 2 

The next day started early when a Royal Navy helicopter clattered over our Van 3 

and skimmed the waves towards the entrance to Nigg Bay. It hovered and two frogmen 4 

jumped into the sea.   5 

 6 

Soon we were surrounded by a crowd of other people, and a few interesting dogs 7 

I had not whiffed before. The truth is I was a bit distracted by their hormonal 8 

presence but later on, back in the Van, local radio announced: 9 

 10 

“In the early hours of this morning an anonymous tip-off from a person using the 11 

code name “Madame X” averted what could have been a catastrophe of huge 12 

proportions.  13 

 14 

An unexploded World War Two mine has been recovered by Royal Naval Frogmen 15 

and carefully disarmed. This mine has been claimed by Cromarty Community Council, 16 

who plan to refurbish it and display it at Cromarty Harbour. 17 

 18 

Exploration Rig 43 was due to be towed out of Nigg Bay, its departure coinciding 19 

with the early morning arrival at Invergordon of the cruise ship “Princess Petunia”. The 20 

vessels would have passed very close to each other. Rig 43 has been quarantined, 21 

pending a detailed inspection and possible repairs. 22 

 23 

The message from Madame X was received by the MOD AlertUs service, and 24 

provided detailed and accurate information, leading to an immediate Coordinated 25 

Response. Media attention has naturally focussed on the identity of Madame X who 26 

remains a mysterious figure. 27 

 28 

Large crowds are flocking to watch the world famous Moray Firth Bottlenose 29 

Dolphins at Chanonry Point and Ms Belyndia Lutterworth, a leading figure in Moray 30 

Dolphin Watch, claims that over the last few hours these highly intelligent creatures 31 

have been celebrating. She has also claimed that if this mine had exploded or Rig 43 32 

had collided with Princess Petunia, many Dolphins would have been killed and the fragile 33 

underwater ecosystem of this beautiful area would have been damaged. 34 

 35 

If you are heading to Chanonry Point today you can expect further warm 36 

weather with highs up to 25 Celsius, with a risk of thundery showers”. 37 

 38 

‘Right then, girls. Off we go. What do you say, Doodle, back to see your Dolphin 39 

friends, eh? But no more barking.’ 40 


